
    

T hink back to early 2001 when Winter Haven’s down-
town was decaying and many storefronts were shut-
tered; few residents frequented the downtown area or 
patronized downtown businesses. Today that’s not 

the case. The downtown area thrives with activity and many 
special events are held there.  
If you’ve ever wondered what the City of Winter Haven does 
with public funds it’s responsible for, take a look around the 
City and consider all the projects that have been completed 
since 2001. More than $130 million has been invested to im-
prove the quality of life for residents of the City of Winter Ha-
ven. These improvements have been backed without excep-
tion by City Commissioners past and present.  

The first project to 
help revitalize down-
town Winter Haven 
was the new Public 
Library, completed in 
2004. The 31,500-
square-foot, $5.4 
million Winter Haven 
Public Library is a 
magnet for visitors to 
the City’s core area. 
This project was 
soon followed in 
2005 by the $3.5 

million project to renovate Central Avenue and Central Park. 
Improvements have been made to roadways, as well as new 
sidewalks and beautiful streetscaping. Downtown Parks are 
now the site for the annual Florida Outdoor Sculpture Compe-
tition for which the City spends about $25,000 each year to 
bring fine art up close and personal for City residents. 
 
Additional projects have helped bring new life to other areas 
of the City. In the Florence Villa area, the new Police Station 
was completed in 2003 at a cost of $5.8 million. Streetscaping 
and road improvement projects totaling more than $3.1 million 
have also brought new beauty to this historic community. 
 
Several projects have been undertaken in the ongoing effort 
to make Winter Haven a more sustainable community. The 
Chain of Lakes Trail (right) brings a multi-modal element to 
the City by providing a safe avenue of travel for pedestrians 
and bicyclists around town, as well as to other nearby com-
munities. Through the curbside recycling program, started in 
2007, more than 1,800 tons of discarded recyclable items 
have been removed from local landfills.  
Did you know the City of Winter Haven has invested about 
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$52 million to upgrade its water and wastewater systems? That 
includes the 2008 $16.5 million project to convert a wastewater 
treatment plant to Advanced Treatment, making it a more sustain-
able facility, treating wastewater to a higher quality. Another al-
most $1 million has been invested in back-up generators for many 
key wastewater lift stations so they can continue to operate in the 
event of power outages, including during a hurricane.   
In 2001, other areas of the City were in need of revitalization, too. 
As the City’s population began to grow, recreation was an area 
that needed new energy. In addition to recreation projects men-
tioned above, the City Commission approved spending in this area 
to the tune of almost $10 million, including design, planning and 
construction of projects at the Winter Haven Recreational and Cul-
tural Center and the Chain O’ Lakes Complex; community play-
grounds including R.H. Malcolm Park, Girl Scout Park, Lions, Ki-
wanis and Rotary Parks; nature parks at Lakes Maude, Hartridge 
and Howard; and Sertoma Park ball fields.  
In the past eight years, many more projects have been completed, 
like resurfacing almost 25 miles of City streets at a cost of $4 mil-
lion; improvements at the Winter Haven Municipal Airport totaling 
$13 million, most of which was funded by Federal and State 

grants; and the Ad-
vanced Traffic 
Maintenance Sys-
tem being installed 
at a cost of $8.1 
million to improve 
traffic flow and 
emergency re-
sponse times.  
With improvement 
projects spread 
equally throughout 
all neighborhoods, 

City Commissioners and staff are working diligently to make Win-
ter Haven the premier place to live, work, play and raise a family. 

The Winter Haven Public Library is celebrat-
ing it’s fifth anniversary this year. 

The new $5.7 million Fire Safety Complex is under construction at U.S 
Highway 17 and Avenue G SW.  

City Commissioners “blaze a trail” at the Chain of 
Lakes Trail opening. 



  

I n the City of Winter Haven we encourage all residents to use 
Florida-friendly plants when replacing landscaping or planting 

anew. The City of Winter Haven has already adopted a policy of  
using Florida-friendly plantings in City landscape projects. 
 
Rain gardens are a new water conservation concept the City has 
started using to help protect our water resources. The first rain 
garden is located at the East City Hall Annex, at 490 Third St. 
NW. Rain gardens are small sunken areas in a lawn that are 
landscaped to absorb diverted stormwater runoff from lawns, 
roofs, parking lots, streets, etc. Typically, when it rains, water 
flows from impervious surfaces and even some landscaped ar-
eas where it picks up pollutants such as motor oil, fertilizers, in-
secticides, fine particulates and even heavy metals. Then it 
quickly enters storm drains and flows into our lakes. 
 
By redirecting some of the water and holding it for a short time in 
the rain garden, it slowly seeps into the ground; thereby allowing 
plant material and layers of mulch and soil to filter out many pol-
lutants before it reaches groundwater. Featuring Florida-friendly 
plants, the rain garden needs little or no irrigation, fertilizers or 
pesticides, and will attract wildlife, too. Gutters on the building 
direct the stormwater to the rain garden. 
 
Did you know that in contrast to a traditional lawn, a rain garden 
allows about 30 percent more water to soak into the ground? 
Plants selected for the City’s new rain garden are muhly grass, 
sand cord grass, African iris, lantana (purple and yellow), coon-

tie (a Florida native 
cycad) and beauty 
b e r r y .  G r a s s 
around the garden 
was also replaced  
with perennial pea-
nut, a Florida-
friendly ground 
cover. 
 
City officials have 
also started includ-
ing Florida-friendly 
plantings in devel-
opment agree-
ments, where pos-
sible. Anyone can install a rain garden. It’s a small thing we all 
can do to protect our water resources, attract wildlife and even 
improve our individual properties. City staff is planning a work-
shop on how to design and install a rain garden. Watch the 
Winter Haven Insider Citizen Newsletter and visit 
www.mywinterhaven.com for information that will be posted in 
the future.  
 
Florida-friendly plants require less water and reduce pollution 
of our water resources. Be sure to include Florida-friendly 
plants in your next landscaping project. Visit 
www.watermatters.org, for more information.  

School Starts Aug. 24 
 

D rive safely and be mindful of school buses and children walking as Polk 
County students return to classes Aug. 24. With many school children on 

the streets in the morning and afternoon, extra caution should be taken while 
driving our roadways. 
 
Slow down, especially in school zones. Be aware of young children who may 
dart into traffic. If you come to a school bus with its stop sign extended, be sure 
to stop when appropriate, no matter how hurried you may be. 
 
Walkers, bicyclists and drivers should all take care to follow laws established to 
keep everyone safe. Do your part to help keep our students safe. 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO?LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO?  
CHECK OUT THE UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS!CHECK OUT THE UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS!  

Cruisin’ Winter Haven       Downtown    First Saturday of every month, except. Dec.; 4-9 p.m.   
Downtown Alive       Downtown    Third Friday of every month, Sept.-May; 5-9 p.m.  
Health, Education &Safety Fair    Recreational & Cultural Center Aug. 15, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  
Labor Day Holiday       City offices closed   Sept. 7.  
City Commission Election      Polling places   Sept. 8; 7 a.m.-7 p.m.  
Race for the Kids       Lake Shipp Park   Sept. 18-20; 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
         noon-5 p.m. Sunday; hydroplane boat races.  
Friends of the Poor Walk      MLK, Jr., Park, Lake Silver  Oct. 3; 9-11:30 a.m.; Community walk around the lake 
         to benefit Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  
Pops in the Park       MLK, Jr., Park, Lake Silver  Oct. 30; 7:30 p.m.  
Ghouls’ Night Out       Downtown    Oct. 30; 6-9 p.m. 

The Winter Haven Insider is an online-only publication of the City of Winter Haven. It is intended to inform area residents and busi-
nesses about City news and events. If you have questions or comments, or want to receive the newsletter by email, please call 863-
291-5600, or write Joy Townsend,  editor, at 451 Third St. NW, Winter Haven, FL 33881, or email at jtownsend@mywinterhaven.com.  
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Florida-Friendly Planting 

A rain garden under construction at the East 
City Hall Annex. 



  

The Winter Haven Public Library offers free movies 
the First Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. The 
movies are intended for adult audiences. All chil-
dren must be accompanied by an adult. Here’s the 
schedule for the rest of the year. 

Connecting the Dots for a Sustainable 
Winter Haven 

 
Since 1999, Winter Haven’s population has increased 36 percent to 
34,000 people and it’s grown from 24 to 40 square miles. Setting new 
priorities as we grow was the purpose of the City Commission/Staff 
retreat, held July 29 at the Historic Woman’s Club. Sustaining our City 
for current and future generations was the topic of the day. 
 
A sustainable City is one that meets the diverse economic, environ-
mental and social equity needs of today without compromising the 
needs of tomorrow. Considering people and the environment before 
you take action is a key component of being sustainable. Sustainabil-
ity is the area where people, planet and prosperity intersect. Deci-
sions made in Winter Haven today will impact the City and the quality 
of life for future residents. Whether we’re talking about sustaining our 
natural resources, providing customer services, including recreation, 
or planning future development, it’s all connected.  

 
The 2009-10 planning 
retreat highlighted all 
City efforts being made 
toward sustainability. 
Meeting today’s resi-
dents’ needs, without 
compromising those of 
the future, guarantees 
Winter Haven’s unique 
lifestyle, said Mayor 
Yvonne Brooks. “Being a 
sustainable City benefits 
us and all future genera-
tions who choose to call 
Winter Haven home.” 
 
Having an adequate wa-
ter supply is probably the 

highest priority for any community, especially one like Winter Haven 
where the very identity of the City is based. Water supports all life, 
and all land uses impact water. Protecting water resources is critical 
to our current and future well being. Putting into practice the City’s 
new Water Resources Sustainability Plan will bring about improved 
water quality, increased water supply, restoration of natural systems 
and improved flood protection, as well as expanded economic, social, 
cultural and recreational opportunities. Increased water storage in 
natural landscaping, such as rain gardens, throughout the City, inte-
gration of water resource restoration projects within the community 
through nature parks that also provide recreation and wildlife habitat 
opportunities, and partnering with developers to protect and improve 
our water resources, are all part of the plan. 
 
While experiencing difficult economic times, families tend to become  
more thrifty and look to their community for more reasonably priced 
resources, services and entertainment. Winter Haven has much to 
offer as families demand more services and programs.  
 
Retreat participants explored ways the City can remain sustainable 
using the five- and 10-year goals established at the 2008 retreat. Pri-
mary topics discussed reflect key performance areas developed dur-
ing the 1999-2000 community visioning process, including: economic 
development, lake preservation/enjoyment, community neighbor-
hoods, community leisure, growth/development and City services.  
Sustainable progress is already being made as efforts continue to 
make Winter Haven a distinctively different community. It’s a commu-
nity where the needs of all residents can be met for housing, employ-
ment, healthcare, education, shopping, recreation and dining. Are you 
doing all you can to help make Winter Haven a sustainable City? 

Mayor Yvonne Brooks participates in a small 
group exercise at the recent City Commission/
staff retreat. 
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